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So he sent for his chief huntsman, and,his com-
mander-in-chief. And when they came, he said to
them : Go out now into the forest, and catch me,
very quickly, a hundred Bhils, or Shabaras, and bring
them back alive. And if you do not return within
the setting of another sun, your own heads will be the
penalty.

So those two officers went out, hunting that very
strange game; and the next day they returned, joyfully,
bringing with them a century of very miserable Bhils.
And then the King sent for his executioner. And he
caused all those unhappy captives to be slaughtered,
then and there, giving out that they were guilty of
crimes, though he was himself the criminal And with
their blood he filled to the brim a marble tank. And
then he sent to the Queen, and said: Make haste, and
come, for now thy bath is ready.

And the Queen, excited and overjoyed by reason
of the gratification of her desire, made great haste, and
hurried to that unholy tank. But no sooner had she
set eyes on it, that she was seized with such a horror,
that every hair upon her body suddenly stood erect.
And she stood there, for a single instant, trembling
all over, like a bamboo shivering in an icy breeze,
rooted, as it were, to the ground. And all at once,
she turned away, as if to flee : and she uttered a
terrible shriek, and fell to earth in a swoon* And at
that very moment, I was born.